STUDENT LIFE
of elementary education.    The teacher pronounces an arithmetical formula in a sing-song way, and the boy is expected to follow him.    When  one such formula has been learned sufficiently, the boy is  expected  in  a  drawling voice  to   repeat  and repeat it until he has got it thoroughly by rote. This process takes   time.     It   lulls   the waking intelligence to  sleep  by  means of a  lullaby,   of which  pupil,  parent,   and  preceptor  are   equally proud.    Usually a piece de resistance is given by the teacher, and serves for the whole  day's bill of fare for a particular child.    The boy goes on repeating   this   in   drawling   tones,,   shaking   his head  and  his  whole  body  to  the  waist  to and fro   with   increased   energy,  if  he   thinks  he  is drawing any one's attention.    The more vigorous the shake the better is supposed to be the concentration of mind with which he is learning his lesson.    The teacher passes on from boy to boy in this  manner,  until the whole   class   has  got something to work  with.    This is the oral part of the lesson.
The writing is on the board that I have mentioned, and is practised more quietly. While the writing lesson is being performed you would think there were a set of juvenile artists all drawing elaborate figures, so great is the earnestness with which the eyes are directed to the writing-board, and the deliberation with which the pen-brush is moved. The picture of the teacher steadying the boy's hand without utter-